
 

 
As wildflowers fade, this may be last weekend 

to check out Lake Elsinore’s poppy fields 
With the weather expected to warm up, the flowers will likely 
wither quickly.  

 
Visitors enjoy the poppy fields at Walker Canyon in Lake Elsinore on Monday, March 18. The flowers are 
now beginning to fade and, with temperatures in the 80s forecast, experts say that Saturday, April 6, and 
Sunday, April 7, may be the last weekend to take in the superbloom, experts say. (File photo by Jennifer 
Cappuccio Maher, Inland Valley Daily Bulletin/SCNG) 
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This could be the last weekend to take in Lake Elsinore’s internationally acclaimed — but now fading — 

poppy bloom. 

Shuttles to the site will be running at least on Saturday, April 6, and Sunday, April 7, to accommodate 

wildflower seekers. 
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There is a notable change: Visitors will be able to catch a bus bound for Walker Canyon only at the 

Outlets of Lake Elsinore mall. Mayor Steve Manos said the city won’t provide a second park-and-shuttle 

site as in past weeks. 

Ramps at the Lake Street exit on the 15 Freeway will close, Manos said, and Walker Canyon will be 

accessible only by shuttle. The shuttle charge is $10 per person for those 3 and older. 
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The California poppy superbloom that had painted the hills of Walker Canyon in Lake Elsinore a brilliant 

orange is now fading, as seen in this photo taken Friday, April 5. (Courtesy of Nicole Dailey) 

Manos said officials made the decision to offer shuttles again after he visited the site early Thursday 

evening. 

“Walker Canyon was still filled with cars,” he said, noting that shuttles aren’t provided on weekdays. 

“There were a lot of people walking up and down the trail, and people were still arriving at 5 o’clock. It’s 

still a draw.” 

At the same time, the superbloom that has made a giant splash on social media and drawn tens of 

thousands of selfie-snapping people from all over Southern California is past its peak. 

“Petals are dropping,” Nicole Dailey, assistant to the Lake Elsinore city manager, said Friday, April 5, as 

she hiked Walker Canyon Trail. “And many of the plants are starting to die.” 

Some California poppies are in bloom, Dailey said. 

“But it’s just not like it was when all the hills were covered in orange,” she said. 



 

When miles of sprawling hills were painted a brilliant orange, masses descended 
upon Lake Elsinore and turned the little city’s normally free-flowing streets into 
gridlock. 



Going to Lake Elsinore to view the wildflowers was “like going to a Dodger game,” 
quipped Richard Minnich, an earth sciences professor at UC Riverside. 

Things grew so chaotic Sunday, March 17 — when an estimated 100,000 visited — 
that city officials collectively threw up their hands and shut down the viewing area. 
They fretted on social media that conditions had become “unbearable.” 

At one point, the California Highway Patrol reported more than 500 vehicles stopped 
on the right shoulder of the 15. Traffic was bumper to bumper on the freeway and 
surface streets alike. Portable toilets set out for the visitors at Walker Canyon were 
overflowing. And a city public works employee was struck by a hit-and-run driver who 
blew through a barricade. 

The unprecedented crowds and problems prompted city officials to huddle with the 
CHP and other agencies to develop an aggressive traffic management plan. That led 
to a significant boost in law enforcement presence and the mandate that visitors park 
cars and take buses to Walker Canyon. 

“It seems like it’s under control now,” Manos said, suggesting that officials are no 
longer managing a “crisis.” 

Though the number of visitors remains significant, crowds are gradually getting 
thinner. Following the disastrous experience of March 17, Manos said the number of 
visitors moderated to 15,000 to 16,000 per day over the next weekend — the first with 
mandatory shuttle transportation. 

He placed crowd estimates for the weekend of March 30-31 at 10,000 on Saturday 
and 12,000 on Sunday. 

“Sunday has always been a little busier,” Manos said. “We don’t know exactly why 
that it is.” 

Perhaps, he said, it is because some plan after-church family events around visits to 
the poppy fields. 

“We’re hoping that this will be the last weekend,” he added. 

 “The wow factor is definitely dying,” said Dustin McLain, bureau chief of parks and 
resources for the Riverside County Park and Open-Space District. 

McLain said the bloom will hang on for, at most, two more weeks. Botanists he’s 
talked to “wouldn’t be surprised if next weekend there would be nothing great to look 
at.” 

According to the National Weather Service, the weather in Lake Elsinore will be balmy 
Saturday in the middle to upper 60s. But a big warm-up is forecast to push daytime 
highs to 84 on Sunday, April 8, and 87 on Monday, April 9. 



With those kinds of temperatures, McLain said, the wildflowers will wither in a hurry. 

 


